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- Rianna Lingjel Irom, XII, Editor-in-Chief

Mrs. Pauline Summerscale was 
the kind of person who left a 
lasting impression, even if 

you met her only 
once. Two years 

ago, she 
travelled 

to Assam 
with her 
husband,

Mr. David  

Summerscale, Chairman of the 
Board of Governors, to attend 
The Assam Valley School’s 
Founders’ celebrations. For many
 of us, it was our first meeting

 with her, though she had
 visited the school many

times over the years 
and had witnessed 
its journey from 
its very inception.
It is never easy to 

sum up a life 
in a few 

words. 
Perhaps
 that is 

why
 we 

find

ourselves telling story after 
story when remembering her.

Mrs. Summerscale was, in many 
ways, like a gentle jazz melody
woven through the pages of
an old novel, warm, spirited,
and unforgettable. She had the
rare gift of remembering people
by name, even years after first
meeting them, and she made
each person feel seen. She
listened intently, praised
generously, and celebrated the 
work of students and teachers 
alike. A Frenchwoman to the 
core, she carried herself with 
effortless grace, stylish, warm, 
and deeply cultured. Her love 
for literature, theatre, and 
music was evident in every
conversation. She would sit

“It is never easy to 
sum up a life 

in a few words. 
Perhaps that is why 

we find ourselves 
telling story 

after story when 
remembering her.”
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In recent years there has been a 
lot of controversy about the 
merits of our National Song,  
Vande Mataram as well as our 
National Anthem, as to which 
should be our national anthem. 
This year it is apparently the 
150th anniversary of Vande 
Mataram. The theme of the
recent Republic Day was Vande 
Mataram. The illustrations made 
by Tejendra Kumar Mitra in 
1923 were carried on huge floats. 
The display of the beautiful 
illustrations have been uploaded 
on the news television – where 
he illustrates each line of the 
first twelve lines of the song – 
the lines which are usually sung.

Let’s start at the beginning: 
on 24th January, 1950, at the 
last session of the Constituent 
Assembly: Once the signing 
of the Constitution was over,
members of the Constituent 
Assembly sang Jana Gana 
Mana, led by Purnima Banerjee 
one of the fifteen women 
members of the Assembly. This
is how the anthem got its first
official performance. But in 

fact you will be interested to 
know that even before this in
1942, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
during his stay in Germany, 
opened the Free India Centre 
and adopted Jana Gana Mana 
as the national anthem of India. 

Later a Hindustani version of
the song was adopted by the
INA – so that everyone could 
understand it. “Jaya he” became
“Jai ho”, long before A R Rahman
made it popular. Unlike Vande
Mataram, we do know when 
Tagore composed this song. It 
was in 1911, when King George 
V visited India. A friend had 
requested Tagore to compose 
a song of praise for the King-
Emperor. He was so annoyed by 
this request that he composed 
Jana Gana Mana Adhinayak – 
praising god as the “supreme  
charioteer” of India’s destiny. 

As he wrote in 1937 to his 
friend Pulin Behari Sen: “..such
an eternal charioteer cannot be
George V, or VI or any other
George…” The song was first 
sung on the 2nd day of the 

Indian National Congress (27th 
December) of 1911. Today we sing 
only the first verse of what was 
a very long song of five verses, 
proclaiming Tagore inclusive 
view of India and its peoples. 

The first occasion when the song 
was played at an international 
gathering was at the General 
Assembly of the newly formed 
United Nations in New York in 
1947. Its vision of the different 
regions of India and its peoples 
was deemed suitable for a 
national anthem – and it was
considered more suitable for
orchestration. Now to the older 
song, so dear to all patriots – 
Vande Mataram. Composed by 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 
– the first twelve lines were 
composed sometime after 1872.
In 1881, Bankim Chandra 
published it as a part of the 
novel Anandamath. Here is the
interesting part: The first twelve 
lines were put in quotation 
marks and the rest – lines 13 to 27 
were without quotation marks. 
Obviously Bankim Chandra 
wanted to separate the first 

through Assamese plays without knowing
the language, because for her, the love of
theatre transcended words. She quoted French
lines with ease and wore her beloved Indian
textiles with delicate elegance. On summer 
evenings, she could be seen walking across
campus alongside Mr. Summerscale, a light
scarf at her neck, pausing to speak with 
students and staff. Founders’ came alive when

the Summerscales arrived. Mrs. Pauline
Summerscale was an integral part of The
Assam Valley School. Now, her memory 
becomes an enduring part of its history, etched 
gently into our hearts and on the walls of the 
Room Above the Library, where we shall 
always await her with a cup of chai along 
with a story to keep us company. 

- Mrs. Dayita B. Dutta



As the rain washes away 
all the summer memories,

Poignant echoes fall with each drop.
The spring is over, yet-

A new flower blooms in silence,
Hiding from the world,

She knows her time has slipped away

Her roots tangled in 
unspoken remorse,

For she did not bloom
When the time was ripe.

And so forth 
Regret blossoms within her heart.
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part from the latter part. This 
is important because the latter 
part contained explicitly Hindu 
imagery of the motherland as 
Goddess Durga. It is this which 
made many nationalists hesitate 
to make it a national anthem, 
the more so as Hindu-Muslim 
tensions grew in the 1930s. 

Even Tagore wrote that as a 
monotheist, he could not relate 
to the second part of the poem.
Yet it  was set to Rag Desh  by 
Tagore and sung by him,  at the 
Congress Session of 1896. The 
invocation “Vande Mataram” 
became the slogan of the 
movement against the Partition 
of Bengal and perhaps its 
evocation of a beautiful and 

bountiful mother made it 
popular with nationalists and 
revolutionaries, many of whom 
walked to the gallows with 
this cry. One of these martyrs 
was Khudiram Bose, who was
only eighteen when he was 
hanged. He walked to his death
with a smile, calling out “Vande
Mataram”.  While  suppressing 
our freedom movement, the 
British authorities frequently 
banned it, and often beat up 
protesters for chanting it. On
29th August 1947, just after 
Partition it was sung at 
Gandhi’s prayer meeting in 
Calcutta, and both Hindus and
Muslims stood in respect. So
let’s end with the words of Dr 
Rajendra Prasad. On the 24th of 

January, 1950 – Dr Rajendra 
Prasad, who was to take over
as the first President of India 
declared: “The composition
consisting of the words and 
music known as Jana Gana 
Mana is the National Anthem of 
India subject to such alteration 
in the words as the government 
may authorise as the occasion 
arises; and the song Vande 
Mataram which has played a 
historic part in the struggle for
freedom shall be honoured 
equally with Jana Gana Mana 
and shall have equal status with 
it”. The words of this wise
statesman and veteran 
Gandhian should be the 
last word on the subject.

- Ridge Hage, XII

Campus  Caricature

Illustrated by Aastha Potsangbam, X
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Iran, a country shaped by repeated revolutions, is 
once again witnessing widespread unrest. What 
began as protests over economic hardship in 2017 
has evolved into open resistance against 
the regime itself. Streets echo
with slogans openly 
rejecting clerical 
rule, 

signalling a deep rupture between Iranian 
society and the country’s theocratic 
system. The divide increasingly mirrors
the tension that existed on the eve of
the 1979 revolution. As the Supreme 
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, remains 
firm on maintaining Iran as an Islamic 
Republic, calls for the return of the Shah 
have also grown louder. Yet this raises 
a critical question: would a return to 
monarchy truly bring freedom, or would
it simply replace a theocracy with another 

system which lacks democratic choice?
 

To understand this, one must look 
back to 1953, when a CIA-backed 
coup overthrew Iran’s democratically 
elected Prime Minister, Mohammad 
Mossadegh. In his place, absolute power 
was restored to Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, whose rule promised rapid 
modernisation but relied on repression.

The Shah’s so-called White Revolution 
ignored the struggles of workers, farmers, 
and minorities while chasing an idea 
of imperial grandeur. Political dissent 
was crushed, culture was sidelined, 
and inequality deepened. Ironically, 
the very “progress” promoted by the 

Shah created the conditions that 
led to his downfall in 1979.

After years of resistance, 
the monarchy collapsed, 
but this opened the door 
to Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini and the rise 
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of clerical authority. Ali Khamenei, 
then a close associate of Khomeini, later 
emerged as Supreme Leader. Decades 
on, Iranians now protest a system whose 
repression resembles the oppression that 
once fueled the 1979 revolution itself.

Iran’s modern political crisis cannot be separated 
from foreign intervention. In the early 20th 
century, Britain controlled Iranian oil through 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, leaving Iran 

with little benefit from its own resources.
In 1951, Prime Minister Mossadegh nationalised 
Iran’s oil, challenging Western dominance. In 
response, the UK and the US imposed economic 
pressure. By 1953, the CIA orchestrated a covert 
coup to remove Mossadegh, labelling his policies 
as “socialist.” The Shah’s authority was restored, 
reinforcing a system dependent on foreign backing.
This intervention not only crushed Iran’s 
democratic path but also planted deep distrust 
toward the West, an attitude that later became 
central to the ideology of the Islamic Republic.

The shadows of Iran’s past are 
built into the state’s foundations. 
From the 1953 coup to the 
defensive posture of the Islamic
Republic, governance has often
been shaped by fear of foreign
interference rather than public
consent. Yet the current 
movement signals something
deeper than reform or regime 
change; it reflects a societal 
transformation. When a nation’s 
cultural reality grows larger 
than the rigid political structure 
meant to contain it, cracks appear. 

Today, those cracks are visible 
across Iran. The architecture of 
power may remain, but society has 
already begun to move beyond it.

- Nongthombam Chingkheinganbi, 
Associate Editor, XII
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Career Paths 
in Sociology

The Department of Sociology, The Assam Valley 
School, organised a workshop on “Career Paths in 
Sociology” for the Class 11 Sociology students on 
02 February 2026. The workshop was designed to 
familiarise students with the diverse academic and 
professional opportunities available in Sociology and 
to address common misconceptions surrounding
the subject. The session commenced with an 
interactive discussion led by Mrs Raya 
Mukhopadhyay, Head of the Department of 
Sociology, who introduced students to the growing 
relevance of Sociology in the contemporary corporate 
world. Through guided discussion and reflective 
questioning, students were encouraged to examine 
how organisations increasingly value sociological
insights for understanding human behaviour, 
workplace dynamics, empathy, critical thinking, and
the ability to interpret social realities from multiple
perspectives. A significant highlight of the 
workshop was an inspiring video address by 

the school alumna, Miss Margarita Mary R. 
Pakyntein (Class of 2015). An alumna of 
The Assam Valley School, Miss Margarita 
completed her undergraduate studies at Mount
Carmel College, Bangalore, where she earned a
triple-major degree in Economics, Sociology, and
sychology, graduating with First Class with 
Distinction. She subsequently pursued a Master’s
degree in Psychotherapy and Counselling from
Western Sydney University, Australia, and is
currently practising as a licensed Psychotherapist.

AFS Meet in 
Karnataka

The Assam Valley School participated in the AFS 
India Member Schools’ 7th National Meet held from
20th–23rd November, 2025 at The Manik Public
School, Bidar, Karnataka.
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Career
Counselling

SchooL 
Staff 

Cricket 
Match

One-on-One Career Counseling Sessions for Grade 
11 were conducted from 28 February to 2 March 2026 
with the help of Global Reach, Guwahati. Two 
counselors (Ms.Rinjee Baruah and Ms. Dhritti Kalita) 
visited our campus to conduct the sessions for our 
students. Overall, the sessions went very well and 
were eye-opening and enriching for many students.

A friendly yet competitive cricket match was played 
between AVS Staff (Team A) Vs. AVS Staff (Team B)
 at the school cricket ground on 12th February 2026. 
This event was initiated by our Headmaster and the
members of staff club, who promote the importance
of sports in fostering camaraderie and wellness
among faculty members. Team ‘A’ showcased an
outstanding performance and secured a
comprehensive victory by 28 runs
.
Match Highlights:
Team ‘A’ posted a solid total of 126/6 on the board in 
15 overs match. Mr. Aziz scored 32 runs, Mr. Deepjyoti 

Borah scored 40 runs (retired hurt) and Mr. Niranjan 
Samaddar scored brilliant 35 runs with 5 boundaries and 
a huge six.

Team ‘B’ managed to score 98/6 runs in 15 overs and 
lost the match by 28 runs. For Team ‘B’, Mr. Vivek 
Upadhaya scored 24 runs and Dr. Jugran scored 22 runs. 
Mr. Aziz captured 2 crucial wickets for Staff Team ‘A’.
Man of the Match: Mr. Aziz

Mahindra
University

Mahindra University Career Architect Conclave
2026 held from 20 Feb to 21 Feb 2026.



Tongue of 
Slip!!

Tongue Of 
Slip!!

Ripple #265

Editor-in-Chief: Rianna Lingjel Irom
Deputy Editor: Sneha Ngangom

Associate Editor: N. Chingkheinganbi
Design & Layout: Rianna

Illustrators: Sneha, Austin, Baibhav
Mistress-in-Charge: Ms. Sarmistha Paul Sarkar

Publisher: The Assam Valley School, P.O. Balipara, Dist. Sonitpur, Asom-784101, India 
E-mail: ave@assamvalleyschool.com

Telephone: 09678074320/08812009627 Website: www.assamvalleyschool.com
Patron: Dr. Amit Jugran, The Headmaster of The Assam Valley School

The views expressed in articles printed are the authors’ own and do not necessarily reflect those of AVE or its 
editorial policy.

8                                             		                   	  Weekly Newsletter of The Assam Valley Express

1.“Can we start eat?” - Princee Elangbam, 
ISC Batch of 2026 (Consider reading a 
dictionary first.)
2.“Your fire is on pant.” - Vidhi Chopra, XII 
(And your English is up in flames.)
3.“Tongue of slipper.” - Shveni Sachdev 
(Quite slippery indeed.)
4.“I am so thank you.” - Aahil Faraj, VIII 
(We welcome you to pick up a grammar book.)
5.“It bring outs Macbeth’s character.” - MGS 
(Perhaps we should pick up a Total English before 
touching Shakespeare...)

- Nongthombam Chingkheinganbi, 
XII, Associate Editor

Lovers bickered at the 

edge of the bridge

Crying as they parted their ways

One jumped across the railing,

The other crossed 

the road nonchalantly.

The spectators whispered

“Love is forever blind. 

To the end”

Keep It Reel!
Dogfight

- Rianna Lingjel Irom,
Editor-in-Chief, XII


